
AfricaGIS 2017
20-24 Novembre 2017, Addis Ababa

Opening technical plenary: 

Geospatial and statistical information imperatives 

for the “Africa we want”

Dr Tidiane Ouattara

AU-Space Science Expert and GMES & 
Africa Program Coordinator



20-24 November 2017, UNECA, Addis Ababa - Ethiopia

GMES and AFRICA is 
the EO for "The Africa 
We Want":
• An Earth 

Observation 
System designed to 
respond to global 
needs to manage 
the Environment, 
understand and 
mitigate the Effects 
of Climate Change 
and ensure Civil 
Security

• A User-Centric 
Initiative that 
provides Services 
for the 
Environment and 
Security and 
Information for 
Policymakers, 
Scientists, Business 
and the Public

EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES

+ NORTH
AFRICA 
COUNTRIES

MARINE AND COASTAL 
RESOURCES 

• A TRUE PAN 
AFRICAN 
PROGRAMME

• MANAGED BY 
THE AFRICAN 
UNION 
COMMISSION

• SENTINEL DATA 
(COPERNICUS 
PROGRAMME) 

• AFRICAN 
PRIVATE SECTOR 

• NATIONAL & 
REGIONAL 
ACADEMIA

• NEW AND 
CUSTOMIZED 
SERVICES AND 
PRODUCTS

-CLIMATE CHANGE
-COMPETITION FOR LAND
-HABITAT DEGRADATION

-LIMITED CAPACITIES
-POOR GOVERNANCE

-POPULATION GROWTH

WATER AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES

-Bad management of 
Surface and Ground 
waters
-Floods
-Recurrent droughts
-Water scarcity
-Wildfires

-Coastal degradation 
-Fish stocks depletion
-Oil and chemical Pollution
-Algal blooms, coral 
bleaching

SUB-SAHARAN 
COUNTRIES

SAHEL REGION 
(SAHARA)
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